
December 20(a)2021  
APPROVED  

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF THE 
MIDDLE-SNAKE-TAMARAC RIVERS WATERSHED DISTRICT 

HELD VIRTUALLY USING MICROSOFT TEAMS AND AT THE DISTRICT OFFICE 
8:30 a.m.                              December 20, 2021 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Bill Petersen, Managers Bill Petersen, John W. 
Nelson, Brad Blawat, Robert Kovar and Keith Szczepanski were present. Mori Maher, Danny 
Omdahl, Kyle Schlomann, Tyler Larson, Connie Kujawa, Katrina Haugen Tony Nordby, 
Christian Erickson, Delray Sparby, Jim Duckstad, Rolland Miller, Harold Hugg, Gunnar Bowman 
and Nate Dalager were also present.   Dillon Nelson, Jeff Hane, and guest “Me” joined virtually.  
 
Motion by Mr. Robert Kovar, seconded by Mr. Keith Szczepanski to approve the agenda as 
presented.    Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Motion by Mr. Brad Blawat, seconded by Mr. John W Nelson that the minutes of the December 
6, 2021, Regular Board Meeting be approved as corrected.   Motion unanimously carried. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report was reviewed and filed for audit purposes. 
 
Motion by Mr. John W. Nelson, seconded by Mr. Brad Blawat the following bills be paid: 
from the Administrative Fund:  payroll check numbered #6736-6742 for a total of $9592.29; 
checks numbered #19163-19192 inclusive, including service charge, and ACH withdrawal, 
totaling $21,118.23; from the Project Funds:  checks numbered #3252-3263 totaling 
$69,163.65; from RRWMB funds check #208 totaling $166,544.01; and from Ditch Funds:  
checks numbered #3473-3480 inclusive, and including the service charge, totaling $35,420.53. 
Motion unanimously carried. In the conversation, the Board questioned the seeding cost, they 
thought it was high. Administrator Maher mentioned that there were not many options to chose 
from for contractors. 
 
Guest “J” joined the meeting virtually at approximately 8:39 a.m. 
 
A discussion was held regarding the Reconsideration of Denied Permit 21-051 and the LiDAR 
elevation data used to determine the hydraulic capacity of the offtake and private ditch systems 
in Section 2 Comstock Strip. HDR Engineer, Nate Dalager, stated that a physical survey would 
not significantly change the results of his review, nor change his opinion that the ditch has 
sufficient capacity for the proposed drain tile. Both Tony Nordby and Nate Dalager reported that 
they used 2008-09 LiDAR information, USGS Stream Stats, and flow regression equations to 
determine the capacity of the ditch in question. 
 
Rob Sip joined the meeting at approximately 8:56 a.m. 
 
There was a discussion of the letter received from 29th & Law dated December 17, 2021, 
addressed to the Board of Managers in response to the Reconsideration of Denied Permit 21-
051. In the letter, an attorney representing the opposing landowners requested an additional 30 
- 45 days to provide information in support their argument that the permit should remain denied.  
Attorney Jeff Hane confirmed that regardless of the Board’s Decision, either party would have 
30 days to appeal the decision.  
 
Motion by Mr. John W Nelson, seconded by Mr. Robert Kovar the reconsideration of permit (21-
051) of Christian Erickson be recessed and reconvened until February 7, 2022, with a deadline 
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of January 28, 2022 to submit new information for Board consideration. Only factual information 
will be accepted and considered by the Board.  Motion unanimously carried. 
 
 
Delray Sparby and Christian Erickson left the meeting at approximately 9:26 a.m. 
Guest “me” left the meeting at approximately 9:27 a.m. 
 
Administrator Maher stated that day one of landowner meetings with the viewers regarding the 
RoB for SD #3 were held on December 17, 2021 at the Dell in Argyle. There were 26 meetings 
in total with some scheduled in person and others via phone calls.  Day two of landowner and 
viewer meetings will take place on December 21, 2021 at the same location.  
 
Administrator Maher updated the Board on the plan for cleaning SD #5 using STS. Currently 
waiting on weather conditions to allow work to be done. Technician Omdahl is supervising 
progress on this task.  
 
Discussion was held regarding the Newfolden Project. HDR submitted the permit application to 
the Army Corps of Engineers and DNR MPARS for the Railroad bridge. They will have 60 days 
from the time that they deem the application complete to make a decision. Regarding CP Rail 
contributing towards the cost of the Railroad bridge, other options should be pursued as they 
recently acquired a system in Kansas and politically asking for money at this moment might 
change the whole dynamic and may adversely affect the relationship. There was discussion on 
the City of Newfolden being able to approach the Red River Watershed Management Board to 
help with the cost share. On a side note following the Agassiz Audubon meeting, a discussion 
was held on the possibility of creating wetlands in AAS and using them for Newfolden, which 
based on a research Administrator Maher did, is not feasible as from the time the wetland is 
created, it will take 5 years and should be monitored during this time to be eligible for wetland 
banking.   
 
Tony Nordby, Houston Engineering, discussed a proposal from Terracon to perform targeted 
soil analyses to locate good quality clay for the Nelson Slough dike construction and to perform 
geotechnical investigations of the borrow pit locations on Nelson Slough.  The DNR would like 
the project to explore areas with potential to improved open water areas. Tony will report back 
to the Board with a proposal and cost from Terracon once received. 
 
It was the consensus of the Board to move ahead with the Geo-Tech investigation to be paid for 
with Project funds.  
 
DNR as the Responsible Government Unit (RGU) determined that no Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) should be needed for Nelson Slough.  Houston is working on the Engineer’s 
report.  After the Engineer’s Report is reviewed, a project hearing can be scheduled.  
Administrator Maher asked Commissioner Rolland Miller if the Ditch Authority has reviewed the 
Operation and Maintenance Plan. Commissioner Miller stated that the O&M Plan was on the 
agenda for the next Commissioners Meeting on Tuesday, December 21, 2021.  
 
Gunnar Bowman left the meeting at approximately 10:00 a.m. 
 
Administrator Maher updated the Board on communication between landowners and the 
Marshall County SWCD regarding the Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) program for the Swift 
Coulee Project.  Darren Carlson is the local contact person for the RIM Program. At this time, 
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comments from the landowners have been positive.  Landowners were asked to respond by the 
end of January 2022.  
 
A Data Practice Act (DPA) request was received regarding Permit (21-051).  The information 
was mailed and e-mailed to the requestor. Regarding the ongoing DPA request that was first 
submitted October 26, 2021, several prior appointments had been scheduled for the requestor 
to view the documents in the District Office and all said prior appointments had either been 
canceled or rescheduled by the requestor.  The last appointment that was scheduled for 
December 16, 2021, was cancelled by request of the data requestor.  Future updates will be 
provided to the Board as they are available.  
 
Matt Fischer, Board of Water & Soil Resources Board Conservationist, joined the meeting at  
10:30 a.m.  He presented information on Water Management Districts (WMD).  With the District 
in the planning stages of One Watershed One Plan (1W1P), Matt suggested establishing a 
WMD now instead of amending the 1W1P plan in the future.  A decision was made to discuss 
the matter with the 1W1P Steering Committee.  Matt said that most watershed districts use the 
funds for operation and maintenance, not acquisition or construction.  
 
Matt then presented the Board with a plaque for 50 years of service as a Watershed District 
from the Board of Water and Soil Resources. 
 
Rob Sip, Red River Watershed Management Board Executive Director, (virtual) updated the 
Board on possible funds that could be available for 2022.  Projects that are shovel ready have a 
better chance at receiving excess funds.  Administrator Maher asked if he had the authority to 
move ahead with spending funds on engineering for Lilac Ridge, Swift Coulee, and Newfolden. 
 
Harold Hugg left the meeting at approximately 11:06 a.m. 
 
On December 15, 2021, Administrator Maher, Administrative Assistant Katrina Haugen, John 
W. Nelson and Robert Kovar met with Sheila Hoerner, Agassiz Audubon Society (AAS) Board 
President, regarding the partnership between the AAS and the Watershed District. Maher 
reported that it was a good meeting and raised some discussion points for the Board to 
consider. Hoerner asked if the License To Use contract could be renewed for 7 months ending 
on July 31, 2022 so that both parties would have time to review the options available. In the 
event the Board chooses not to renew the contract and asks the AAS to vacate the property, 
they would not have to do so during the middle of winter. During the meeting, Hoerner asked if 
the Watershed would be interested in returning the 40 acre property as well as the 440 acre 
property to the Agassiz Audubon. At the conclusion of the meeting Maher and Hoerner agreed 
to both make a list of expectations to review at a future date and time. Maher had also inquired 
if Hoerner thought Agassiz Audubon contractor Heidi Hughes would be interested in working 
with the Watershed District in writing grant applications for other projects. Hoerner offered to 
discuss the thought with Hughes and would let Maher know.  
 
Motion by Mr. Robert Kovar, seconded by Mr. John W. Nelson that the License to Use and 
occupy Real Property for 27453 190th St NW Warren, MN 56762 be renewed until July 31, 
2022. Motion unanimously carried.  
 
Jim Duckstad left the meeting at approximately 11:45 a.m. 
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Administrator Maher presented two invoices that were received from Marshall County for 
Spraying. Technician Omdahl did some investigation and spoke with David Lansing to decipher 
if there was some miscommunication. Administrator Maher stated that he did not ask for this 
work to be done and no one has contacted him regarding the invoices as Omdahl provided 
Maher’s contact information for future correspondence. Administrator Maher will not be 
presenting these invoices for payment unless he will be contacted, and clarifications will be 
provided to decide otherwise.  
 
Motion by Mr. John W. Nelson, seconded by Mr. Brad Blawat to adopt the 2022 Board of 
Managers’ meeting schedule as presented. Motion unanimously carried.  
 
Mr. Robert Kovar and Bill Petersen from the Personnel Committee reviewed information that 
they had gathered in regard to the 2022 COLA increase. It was the recommendation of the 
Policy committee to give all employees a 1.79% + $0.23 per hour increase.  
 
Motion by Mr. John W. Nelson give all employees a 2%+$0.30per hour COLA increase for 2022 
Motion died for a lack of a second 
 
Motion by Mr. Brad Blawat, seconded by Mr. Robert Kovar to give all employees a 2%+$0.23 
per hour COLA increase for 2022. Managers Blawat, Szczepanski, Kovar, and Petersen voted 
yea, Manager Nelson voted nay. As a side talk, Administrator Maher’s request for 2 days of 
vacation vs current 1 day was opened up by Manager Petersen and Maher provided reasoning 
behind his request. Nothing was decided on this matter. 
 
Jeff Hane left the meeting at approximately 12:08 p.m. 
Dillon Nelson left the meeting at approximately 12:08 p.m. 
 
Manager Bill Petersen gave a brief update on the last RRWMB meeting. Administrators from a 
few districts were in attendance and provided a presentation to the legislatures. Petersen stated 
that Maher’s presentation was the best and commended him on the work that he had put into it.  
 
Communication regarding the Dam Safety inspection of Agassiz Valley was distributed as well 
as information from the Minnesota Campaign Finance Board in regard to the yearly reporting.   
 
Rob Sip left the meeting at approximately 12:24 p.m. 
 
The following meetings were announced: 
 

1. MSTRWD Regular Board Meeting at 8:30 a.m. at the District office in Warren, MN  
2. 39th Annual Red River Basin Land and Water International Summit Conference 

January 11-13, 2022 in Grand Forks ND 
3. BWSR Watershed District Managers Orientation/Refresher Training February 4, 

2022 at the Marshall County Courthouse in Warren, MN 
 

Motion by Mr. John W. Nelson, seconded by Mr. Robert Kovar to adjourn the meeting. 
Motion unanimously carried.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:32 p.m. 
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Katrina Haugen      Brad Blawat 
Recording Secretary     Secretary 


