
 

November 15, (a)2021  
 

APPROVED (as corrected Dec 6, 2021) 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF THE 
MIDDLE-SNAKE-TAMARAC RIVERS WATERSHED DISTRICT 

HELD VIRTUALLY USING MICROSOFT TEAMS AND AT THE DISTRICT OFFICE 
8:30 a.m.                              November 15, 2021 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Bill Petersen, Managers Bill Petersen, John W. 
Nelson, Brad Blawat and Keith Szczepanski were present, Mori Maher, Danny Omdahl, Kyle 
Schlomann, Tyler Larson, Connie Kujawa, Katrina Haugen, Tony Nordby, Jeff Hane, Jim 
Duckstad and Rolland Miller were also present.  
 
Motion by Mr. John W. Nelson, seconded by Mr. Brad Blawat to approve the agenda as 
presented.    Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Motion by Mr. Szczepanski, seconded by Mr. John W. Nelson to approve the Minutes of the 
November 1, 2021, regular board meeting as presented.   Motion unanimously carried. 
 
The Treasurer’s report was reviewed and filed for audit purposes. 
 
Motion by Mr. John W. Nelson, seconded by Mr. Brad Blawat the following bills be paid: 
from the Administrative Fund:  payroll check numbered 6711-6723 for a total of $18,648.69 
checks numbered 19135-19162 inclusive, including service charge, and ACH withdrawal, for a 
total of $25,610.22; from the Project Funds:  checks numbered 3247-3251 inclusive for a total of 
$10,585.39; from RRWMB funds check #207 for a total of $7,918.67; and from Ditch Funds:  
checks numbered 3467-3472 inclusive, and including the service charge, for a total $8,664.77.    
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Administrator Maher stated Technician Omdahl inspected the Snake River in the Alvarado 
WMA, in the NE4 section 17 Sandsville Twp for tree and beaver dam blockages.  He found 4 
tree blocks in the easterly 2,000’.  Polk County STS will be hired to clean this location of SD #5.  
For a crew of 3-8 people, the cost is $70.00 / day for 5+ hours plus $4.50 per person for meals.   
 
Administrator Maher discussed sediment removal on JD #16.  Due to the weather conditions, 
Triple D Construction is unsure if they will be able to complete the work this year.  Administrator 
Maher will contact Gowan Construction to perform the work.  Sediment removal on JD #29 and 
JD #20 should finish this week, weather permitting.  Rolland Miller expressed concern with the 
spoil being leveled into the field as his fields are prepped for spring planning and if the spoil is 
leveled into the field, he will not be able to prep that area for planting and he will lose acreage to 
plant.  Miller asked if it was an option to keep the spoil on the spoil bank.  The Board directed 
the spoil on JD #16 to be left on the spoil bank.   
 
Manager John W. Nelson expressed concern of apparent chemical carryover from spraying for 
cattails along Marshall County Ditch #44 where sediment removal had taken place.  A year after 
the spoil was leveled into the fields, it appeared the newly planted crops were affected.  The 
Board directed District staff to look into what if any effects the chemicals the District uses may 
have on crops if there is carryover.  
 
Dillon Nelson, Engineer with HDR Engineering in TRF, joined the meeting at approximately 9:19 
a.m. 
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Administrator Maher and Dillon Nelson gave an update from the Newfolden Open House held at 
the Newfolden Community Center on Monday, November 8, 2021 from 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.   
 
Newfolden residents, City Administrator Tammy Hansen, Council members and Mayor Lori 
Warne attended.  HDR Engineers Dillon Nelson and Nate Dalager, MN DNR Jason Wollin, 
MSTRWD Board Manager Brad Blawat, District staff, Mori Maher and Katrina Haugen attended 
too.  Maher stated the City of Newfolden is exploring buyout options for the properties that will 
still be in the floodplain after the project has been completed as well as funding from the state to 
help cover the 2% cost share.  Administrator Maher stated that he will invite Newfolden City 
Council members to the next Regular Board Meeting to give an update on their progress.  
 
Manager Robert Kovar joined the meeting at approximately 9:34 a.m. 
 
Administrator Maher and Tony Nordby, Houston Engineering, gave an update on the JD #14 / 
Lilac Ridge project.  There have been two meetings with MNDNR, where they raised some 
concerns.  Administrator Maher offered to take MNDNR staff out to the location to further 
investigate but the plant communities that they are concerned about aren’t growing in the fall.  
An inspection may be planned for spring/summer 2022.  MNDNR staff asked for more data to 
create an overlay of the proposed project with the current state of the location.  Nordby is 
looking at other options to keep the project moving forward.  Administrator Maher said he will 
contact landowners within the proposed project area to secure easements or purchase options.  
The Board asked about a proposed timeline of this project starting and Nordby stated that 
believes that everything should be ready to start within the next 5 years.  
 
Motion by Mr. John W. Nelson, seconded by Mr. Keith Szczepanski that project funds be used 
on the proposed Lilac Ridge Project until it becomes a named project and other funds have 
been secured.  Motion unanimously Carried.  
 
Jason Wollin, Karlstad MNDNR Area Wildlife Manager, joined the meeting at 9:53 a.m. 
 
Administrator Maher and Tony Nordby gave an update from the Nelson Slough Open House 
that was held on Wednesday, November 10, 2021.  The Open House was scheduled to go from 
4:00 pm - 6:00 p.m., but lasted until around 7:00 p.m.  There was a discussion on how Nelson 
Slough has been operated over the past 50 years and what could be done better. The pond 
level that the DNR requires was an issue with the attendees but with the new “Draft Operation 
and Maintenance Plan” the Watershed District would operate the gates in the Spring and DNR 
would operate them during the remainder of the year.  The water surface elevation will be 
maintained as stated in the plan.  Approximately every 10 years it would be drained down for 
maintenance.  The Board discussed the floating cattail mats issue and what could be done to 
minimize the issue.  The agencies are reviewing their options to address the floating mats.  
 
Motion by Mr. John W. Nelson, seconded by Mr. Robert Kovar that the Regular Board of 
Managers meeting be recessed for the Petition Hearing to Impound, Re-route, and Divert 
waters from Judicial Ditch #21, and Petition Hearing to add lands to the Benefited Area of Polk 
County Ditch #43.  Motion unanimously carried.  
 
The Regular Board Meeting recessed at 9:58 a.m. 
 
The Petition Hearing to Impound, Re-route, and Divert waters from Judicial Ditch #21 was called 
to Order by Chairman Bill Petersen at 10:05 a.m.  
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Chairman Petersen stated that the Hearing was being recorded and turned the meeting over to 
the District’s Attorney, Jeff Hane.  
 
Attorney Hane reviewed how the proceedings would work and stated when the time comes for 
Public comment to please approach the Board table and state your name for clarity as the 
meeting was being recorded.  
 
Engineer Dillon Nelson, HDR Engineering, gave his Engineer’s Report and stated why the re-
route was needed and what it would do.  The MSTRWD Board would have to name the re-route 
as a Branch of JD #21.  
 
Chairman Petersen then opened the floor for Public Testimony;  Donald O Larson, Ron Ueland, 
Garry Barrett, and David Myhrer all gave public testimony.   
 
After Public Testimony had concluded the Board of Managers deliberated.  
 
Motion by Mr. John W. Nelson, seconded by Mr. Brad Blawat to adopt the following findings and 
order as read into record by Attorney Jeff Hane: 
 

FINDINGS 
 

1. The proposed drainage project outlined in the Petition, or modified and 

recommended by the Engineer is feasible; 

 
2. There is a necessity for the proposed drainage project; 
 
3. The proposed project will be of public benefit and promote the public health, and 

after considering the environmental, land use, and multipurpose water 
management criteria in Minnesota Statute §103E.015, Subd.1; 

 
4. The outlet is adequate; 
 
5. The project will be a public or private benefit and will not impair the utility of 

Judicial Ditch #21 or deprive affected landowners of its benefit; and 
 
6. The political subdivisions affected by the project were given a Hearing Notice. 
 
7. The lands adjacent to the proposed rerouted ditch will not sustain any meaningful 

 change in drainage benefits. 
 
THEREFORE, having made said findings, the Board of Managers hereby makes the 
following:  
 

ORDER 
1. That the Petition to Impound, Reroute and Divert Judicial Ditch #21 drainage 

system waters is HEREBY GRANTED, pursuant to the plans and specifications 
presented; 
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2. Before installing or constructing the Project, the drainage authority shall obtain all 

required permits and all necessary rights-of-way and flowage easements from 
owners of land to be affected; 

 
3. The Middle-Snake-Tamarac Rivers Watershed District shall be responsible for 

the construction, operation and maintenance of the drainage system 
modification.  No funds from the Judicial Ditch #21 system account shall be 
applied to the expenses of the Project itself.  The issue of an outlet fee to be 
assessed against Judicial Ditch #21 and the issue of an outlet fee to be paid to 
Judicial Ditch #21 was considered.  At this time, the burden and benefits appear 
to be equal, therefore, no fee shall be set. 

 
4.  Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes §103E.261, Subd.6, the impounding, rerouting or 

diverting of drainage system waters identified in this project are done in 
conjunction with the City of Newfolden Flood Prevention Project.  Therefore, the 
name of the impounding, rerouting and diverting as set forth in the Engineer’s 
plans and specifications shall be known henceforth as the City of Newfolden 
Flood Prevention Project, and said project shall be identified with a project 
number. 

 
After discussion, the Board Chair called the question.  The question was on the adoption 
of the foregoing Findings and Order, and there were ___5__ yeas, ___0__ nays, __0___ 
absent, and _0____ abstentions as follows: 

 Yea Nay Absent Abstain 

Petersen X    

Nelson X    

Blawat X    

Szczepanski X    

Kovar X    

 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Motion by Mr. Robert Kovar, seconded by Mr. John W. Nelson to close the Public Hearing.  
Motion unanimously carried.  
 
The Public Hearing to Impound, Re-route, and Divert waters form Judicial Ditch #21 was closed 
at 10:43 a.m. 
 
Chairman Bill Petersen called the Public Hearing on the Petition to add lands to the Benefited 
Area of Polk County Ditch #43 from Gloria Parkin at 10:52 a.m. 
 
Chairman Petersen stated that the Hearing was being recorded and turned the meeting over to 
the District’s Attorney Jeff Hane.  
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Attorney Hane reviewed how the proceedings would work and stated when the time comes for 
Public comment to please approach the Board Table and state your name for clarity as the 
meeting was being recorded.  
 
District Staff provided information that had been discovered when researching for this petition.  
A portion of the land stated in the petition is already in the benefited area so there are only 
91.84 acres that need to be petitioned in.  
 
Tony Nordby, Houston Engineering, gave his report and answered questions from the board of 
Managers.  
 
Chairman Petersen opened the floor for Public Testimony.  No testimony was given.  
 
Motion by Mr. John W. Nelson, seconded by Mr. Brad Blawat to adopt the following findings and 
order as read into record by Attorney Jeff Hane:  
  

 FINDINGS & ORDER 
 
The above-entitled matter came on for hearing pursuant to MN Statute 103E.401, before the 
Board of Managers on November 15, 2021 at the MSTRWD office located at 453 North 
McKinley, Warren, Minnesota, at 10:15 a.m.  The following were received as exhibits:  Notice of 
Hearing, Attendance Sheet, Description of Area, Affidavit of Publication, Affidavit of Mailing and 
the Mailing List, Affidavit of Posting, and the Petition. 
 
Persons appearing regarding the matter are set forth on the attached sign-in sheet marked 
Exhibit A. 
 
The Board, having heard all of the testimony, and having reviewed all of the exhibits, and having 
fully considered the matter, hereby makes the following facts: 
 

1. The Petitioner seeks to drain property into a public drainage system (CD #43), 
which property has not been assessed for benefits for the established drainage 
system.  Petitioner seeks express authority from the District to drain the lands 
described on the attached Exhibit B.  The District has jurisdiction over said lands, 
including Polk County Ditch #43; 

 
2. Due and proper notice has been provided; 

 
3. The Board has considered the capacity of the outlet drainage system, and 

reviewed possible appropriate terms and conditions for use of the established 
drainage system, together with appropriate and reasonable terms for the 
Petitioner to pay as an outlet fee as and for Benefits.  The land to be Benefitted is 
listed on the attached Exhibit B.  If allowed to drain into Polk County Ditch #43, 
the property, shall receive Benefits equal per acre to the adjacent land.  The ditch 
is an adequate outlet.  The proposed drainage will not negatively affect existing 
drainage Benefits.  Adjacent properties are currently assessed a Benefit of 
$77.00/acre.  The District has incurred notice expenses of $ TBD . 

 
Based on said facts, the Board hereby makes the following: 
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ORDER 

 
1. Petitioner may drain the lands described on the attached Exhibit B into Polk 

County Ditch #43 upon the payment of an initial outlet fee.  That fee will be 5 
times that of the adjacent lands.  Thereafter, the Petitioner shall pay an annual 
fee at the same rate as the adjacent parcels. 

 
2. Petitioner’s property as described on the attached Exhibit B is henceforth liable 

for assessments levied from this date forward in the drainage system, on the 
basis of the benefits as if the benefits had been determined in the order 
establishing the drainage system.  The initial Benefit payment shall be $1,244.45.  
Henceforth, the subject property shall pay Benefits at a rate of $76.99/acre.  
Petitioner shall also reimburse the District for its Notice expenses.  These 
obligations must be completed before drainage into the system begins. 

 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Motion by Mr. John W. Nelson, seconded by Mr. Robert Kovar to close the Petition Hearing. 
Motion unanimously carried.  
 
The Public Hearing was closed at 11:14 a.m. 
 
The Regular Board of Managers Meeting was reconvened at 11:15 a.m. 
 
Administrator Maher provided an update on the Swift Coulee Project.  Maher has attended 2 
meetings with RIM program managers and has shared landowner concerns and communication 
with Matt Fischer, BWSR Conservationist, and Tony Nordby, HEI. Maher is working to gather 
materials for the Thursday, November 18, 2021 Open House at the Marshall County 
Courthouse from 4:00 - 6:00.  Maher encouraged Board members to attend if possible.  
Managers John W. Nelson and Brad Blawat are on the Swift Coulee committee.  
 
Two DPA requests were received in the office in October and as stated at the last Board  
Meeting, clarification had been requested.  At this time, the clarification has not been received in 
the office so there is no update.  Conversations with the requester have happened in person 
and electronically regarding needing the clarification in writing.  
 
Administrator Maher informed the Board that a 1W1P Policy Committee meeting would be held 
on Wednesday, November 17, 2021 starting at 9:00 a.m. at the Marshall County Courthouse 
followed by an Advisory Committee meeting to be held at 10:00 and a Tile and Groundwater 
discussion at 11:00.  Maher encouraged Board members to attend the Groundwater and tile 
discussion.  
 
A JD #14 inspection access conversation ensued.  Administrator Maher reviewed the cost 
estimates that were received from Marshall County SWCD for the 4 SWI culverts to be placed 
under the spoil northerly into JD 14.  The cost for an 18” x 30’ culvert would be approximately 
$7,500 per culvert, including installation.  The cost of flapgates, if implemented, is not included 
in the estimate.  The SWCD cost share program will cover 75% of the construction cost.  Maher 
asked how the Board wished to proceed.  Based on the drainage area, the Board suggested 
checking into installing 3 culverts and filling in the other one with dirt.  
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Administrator Maher has drafted a request to the Red River Watershed Management Board for 
$100,000 of Clean Water Funds for JD #75 and will present his proposal at the RRWMB 
meeting on Tuesday, November 16, 2021 in Ada, MN.  
 
Concerning the CD #43 Hearing, Administrator Maher stated Technician Schlomann was 
recording some background information and found Mrs. Parkin was still paying CD #43 ditch 
taxes for 2 parcels of land, previously sold to a neighbor.  Schlomann contacted Polk County 
Tax System Administrator Sam Melbye, who stated he resolve the matter. 
 
District Staff were contacted about financial assistance to remove Beaver dams in the rivers in  
Argyle and Alvarado.  Administrator Maher stated that the rivers are not within the District’s 
authority or responsibility.  County Commissioners, who were in attendance, stated that they 
had also been contacted in regards to these situations.  The Board declined to financially assist 
the two towns.  
 
Administrator Maher discussed his impending one-year anniversary at the District.  Maher 
welcomed feedback from the Board on his performance.  He asked if he could receive 2 
vacation days per month instead of just 1.  Manager Petersen stated that he was happy with the 
job that Maher has been doing and asked if other Board members had any comments.  
Manager Nelson stated that he was happy with the progress that Maher was making, but 
questioned of increasing vacation time as the Personnel Policy states 1 day for years 1-5 of 
employment.  Employees are not eligible for 2 days of paid vacation time until they reach 10 
years of employment with the District.  Administrative Assistant Kujawa stated that it would not 
be fair to other District Staff who had to wait 10 years for the benefit increases or previous 
employees who worked more than a year and only received 1 day per month.  Manager Kovar 
asked for clarification on what the current policy is on paid time off.  Administrative Assistant 
Haugen provided him the Personnel Policy and directed him to the paid time off section.  With 
paid Holiday and paid sick leave and paid vacation time for years 1-5 of employment with the 
District employees receive 34 paid days off per year.   After some discussion it was the 
consensus of the Board that Maher would continue to receive 1 vacation day per month as 
stated in the Personal Policy and receive the stated wage increase of 10% for his 1 year 
anniversary.  Board Managers recognized Maher’s progress over the past year and are pleased 
with the job he is doing.  
 
Maher discussed a potential option for attending Day one of the MAWD conference in person 
and asked which Managers would be attending for sure so that they could be registered.  
Managers Bill Petersen and John W. Nelson will be attending the MAWD conference as well as 
Administrator Maher.  Maher will also check on the possible in person option and provide 
updates if needed to those attending.  Manager Nelson asked Attorney Jeff Hane if they would 
be able to discuss the resolutions prior to voting on them with each other.  Attorney Hane stated 
that it should be fine as they are not a quorum and their two votes would not directly affect the 
District.  
 
Communication was distributed for the 2021 Annual Legislative Meeting.  
 
 
The following meetings were announced: 
 

1. Advisory Board meeting-November 15, 2021, 1:30 p.m., at Bremer Bank in Warren, MN 



Regular Meeting Minutes 
November 15, 2021 
Page-8 
 

 APPROVED (as corrected Dec 6, 2021)  
2. 1W1P Policy/Advisory Committee Meeting at the Marshall County Courthouse  at 9:00 

a.m., Wednesday, November 17, 2021 
3. Swift Coulee Project Open House-November 18, 2021, 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m., Marshall 

County Courthouse  
4. MAWD Annual Meeting December 1-3, 2021-Virtual. 
5. MSTRWD Board of Managers Meeting December 6, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. at the District 

Office in Warren, MN  
6. BWSR Watershed District Managers Orientation/Refresher Training February 4, 2022 at 

the Marshall County Courthouse.  
 
Motion by Mr. Brad Blawat, seconded by Mr. John W. Nelson the meeting be adjourned.  Motion 
unanimously carried.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:27 a.m. 
 
 
                                  
Katrina Haugen      Brad Blawat 
Recording Secretary     Secretary 


