
 

October 18, (a)2021  
APPROVED  

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF THE 
MIDDLE-SNAKE-TAMARAC RIVERS WATERSHED DISTRICT 

HELD VIRTUALLY USING MICROSOFT TEAMS AND AT THE DISTRICT OFFICE 
8:30 a.m.                              October 18, 2021 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Bill Petersen. Managers Bill Petersen, Brad 
Blawat and Keith Szczepanski were present.  Managers John W Nelson and Robert Kovar were 
not present.  Mori Maher, Danny Omdahl, Kyle Schlomann, Tyler Larson, Connie Kujawa, 
Christian Erickson and Gunnar Bowman were also present.  Attorney Jeff Hane attended 
virtually.  
 
Motion by Mr. Brad Blawat, seconded by Mr. Keith Szczepanski to approve the agenda as 
presented after correction of the spelling error.    Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Motion by Mr. Keith Szczepanski, seconded by Mr. Brad Blawat to approve the Minutes of the 
October 4, 2021, Regular Board Meeting as corrected.   Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Christian Erickson addressed the Board requesting the Board reconsider the permit (21-051) 
that was denied at the September 20th Regular Board Meeting.  He also presented the Board 
with a letter citing the reasons he would like the Board to reconsider this matter.   Attorney, 
Hane, stated before the Board reconsiders the permit of Christian Erickson, a meeting date, 
should be scheduled informing all the parties either opposed or for the permit, that the Board will 
be readdressing the denied permit.   Chairman Petersen stated a meeting date, to review the 
denied permit, will be addressed later on today’s agenda. 
 
The Treasurer’s report was reviewed and filed for audit purposes. 
 
Motion by Mr. Brad Blawat, seconded by Mr. Keith Szczepanski the following bills be paid: 
from the Administrative Fund:  payroll check numbered 6695-6710 for a total of $20,220.82, 
checks numbered 19103-19131 inclusive, including service charge, and ACH withdrawal,  for a 
total of $25,578.07; from the Project Funds:  checks numbered 3236-3246 inclusive for a total of 
$182,292.01;  and from Ditch Funds:  checks numbered 3462-3466 inclusive, and including the 
service charge, for a total $78,420.79.    Motion unanimously carried. 
 
Dillon Nelson joined the meeting at approximately 8:50 a.m. 
 
The following permits were unanimously approved: 
 
 1) Permit (21-126) to Christian Erickson from the terminus of an existing westerly flowing 

ditch: to excavate a new ditch approximately 2,612’ farther west to empty into the 
Agassiz Valley North Inlet Ditch, N2 of Section 11, Comstock Strip Township.  (Motion 
by Mr. Szczepanski, seconded Mr. Blawat). 

 
 2) Permit (21-130) to Stuart Nordling to remove a 24” culvert near the South 80 line of the 

South half, Section line 3-2, Vega Township.  (Motion by Mr. Szczepanski, seconded Mr. 
Blawat). With the condition of a Township and landowner agreement. 

 
 3) Permit (21-133) to Jay Michalski to install 104 acres field drain tile; ¼” coefficient; 100’ 

spacings; gravity outlet to the Middle River, N2, Section 19, Alma Township.  (Motion by 
Mr. Blawat, seconded Mr. Szczepanski). 
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The following permits were Administratively approved and reviewed: 
 
 4) Permit (21-129) to Stuart Nordling to remove a failing 18’ culvert with gate and install a 

24” with gate; SW SW, of Section 4, Vega Township. 
 
 5) Permit (21-131) to Marshall Co Highway Department to remove a failing 18” driveway 

approach culvert, to CSAH #5 and install a 18” culvert, same location, SW SW, Section 
21, Lincoln Township. 

 
Motion by Mr. Szczepanski, seconded by Mr. Petersen, the following permit be approved based 
on the following Findings: 
 
 6)  Permit (21-132) to Christian Erickson to install 80 acres drain tile; 90’ spacing; ¼”  
             coefficient, tying into the 2 existing gravity tile outlets, in the backslope of the North ditch  
             of CSAH #2, E2, Section 31, Viking Township. 
 

Findings: 
 
       1) the permit does not appear to actually add water to the downstream private ditch;  
                    but instead changes the timing of the water;  
  2) the 5 downstream culverts, before the private ditch, already meter the water,  
                    limiting and mitigating downstream effect; 
  3) the existing dike located on the southwest side of State Highway 1, in Section 1, 
              Viking Township appears to be a bigger issue; 
  4) the current permit application is basically in conformance with the previous tiling 
                    project granted for Section 31 tile drainage; 
  5) the proposed tiling lands are in the Benefited Area of Judicial Ditch #25-1. 
 
Motion carried, with Mr. Blawat voting nay. 
 
Administrator Maher reported seeding of Watershed Ditch #5 is half-way completed and that 
Zavoral Construction has completed leveling of the spoil.  He stated the remainder of the 
seeding will be completed when dormancy conditions are determined to be favorable.  He 
stated the seeding of Watershed Ditch #6 is completed.  He also reported the landowner in 
Section 13 of Northland Township has lowered the spoil and Technician Schlomann will review 
the “as-built” plans to verify the elevation thru a subsequent survey. 
 
Motion by Mr. Brad Blawat, seconded by Mr. Keith Szczepanski the following Findings and 
Order appointing Viewers for the Redetermination of Benefits of Judicial Ditch #28 be adopted, 
and the first meeting of the Viewers be set for November 1, 2021, at the District Office, at the 
Regular meeting of the Board of Managers: 
 

Findings of Fact and Order Regarding Redetermination of Benefits of  
Judicial Ditch #28 Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 103E.351 

 
The Middle Snake Tamarac Rivers Watershed District Board of Managers sitting as the Drainage 

Authority for Judicial Ditch #28, pursuant to MN Statutes §103E.351, at the Regular Meeting of 
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Board of Managers, held August 2, 2021, Manager Bill Petersen moved, seconded by Mr. Keith 

Szczepanski  to adopt the following Findings and Order: 

 
 

FINDINGS 

  1. The Middle Snake Tamarac Rivers Watershed District is the drainage authority for Judicial 

Ditch #28. 

 2. Judicial Ditch #28 was established in 1913.  Benefits for Judicial Ditch #28 were 

determined concurrent with the establishment in 1913, prior to the initiation of modern, intensive 

farming and drainage practices within the Watershed District. 

 3.  The current benefits roll reflects the benefitted properties, benefitted areas, and benefit 

values as determined by viewers based on assumptions regarding the future use and drainage 

of said properties. 

 4.  Since the original establishment of Judicial Ditch #28 and the original determination of 

benefits and damages, land uses and drainage practices have changed to accelerate and 

increase the flow of water to the drainage system changing the nature and value of benefits 

accruing to lands from construction of Judicial Ditch #28. 

 5.  The drainage authority finds that the conditions required for the initiation of a 

redetermination of benefits exist, that the original benefits and damages do not reflect 

reasonable present day land values, and the benefitted areas have changed. 

 

ORDER 

WHEREAS, after review by the Board of Managers and staff, the Middle-Snake-Tamarac Rivers 

Watershed District Board of Managers, acting as the drainage authority for Judicial Ditch #28, 

hereby orders as follows: 

1. The Board shall follow the procedures of MN Statute § 103E.351 to conduct a 

Redetermination of Benefits for Judicial Ditch #28. 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby ordered that a Redetermination of Benefits is to be completed 

on Judicial Ditch #28, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes §103E.351.  That further Robert Wagner, 

Roger Beiswenger, and Mike Baumgartner are appointed Viewers and are requested to prepare 

a Viewers’ Report concerning the Redetermination of Benefits on Judicial Ditch #28. The   Middle 

Snake Tamarac Rivers Watershed District Staff will provide technical information as required or 

requested by the Viewers.  Motion unanimously carried. 
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Motion by Mr. Brad Blawat, seconded by Mr. Keith Szczepanski the following Findings and 

Order appointing Viewers for the Redetermination of Benefits of State Ditch #3 be adopted, and 

the first meeting of the Viewers be set for November 1, 2021, at the District Office, at the 

Regular meeting of the Board of Managers: 

 

Findings of Fact and Order Regarding Redetermination of Benefits of 
State Ditch #3 Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 103E.351 

 
The Middle Snake Tamarac Rivers Watershed District Board of Managers sitting as the Drainage 

Authority for State Ditch #3, pursuant to MN Statutes §103E.351, at the Regular Meeting of Board 

of Managers, held July 19, 2021, Manager Robert Kovar moved, seconded by Mr. Bill Petersen  

to adopt the following Findings and Order: 

FINDINGS 

  1. The Middle Snake Tamarac Rivers Watershed District is the drainage authority for State 

Ditch #3. 

 2. State Ditch No. 3 Outlet was established in 1958.  Benefits for State Ditch #3 were 

determined concurrent with the establishment in 1958, prior to the initiation of modern, intensive 

farming and drainage practices within the Watershed District. 

 3.  The current benefits roll reflects the benefitted properties, benefitted areas, and benefit 

values as determined by viewers based on assumptions regarding the future use and drainage 

of said properties. 

 4.  Since the original establishment of State Ditch #3 and the original determination of 

benefits and damages, land uses and drainage practices have changed to accelerate and 

increase the flow of water to the drainage system changing the nature and value of benefits 

accruing to lands from construction of State Ditch #3. 

 5.  The drainage authority finds that the conditions required for the initiation of a 

redetermination of benefits exist, that the original benefits and damages do not reflect 

reasonable present day land values, and the benefitted areas have changed. 

ORDER 

WHEREAS, after review by the Board of Managers and staff, the Middle-Snake-Tamarac Rivers 

Watershed District Board of Managers, acting as the drainage authority for State Ditch #3, hereby 

orders as follows: 

1. The Board shall follow the procedures of MN Statute § 103E.351 to conduct a 

redetermination of benefits for State Ditch #3. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby ordered that a Redetermination of Benefits is to be completed 

on State Ditch #3, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes §103E.351.  That further Robert Wagner, 

Roger Beiswenger, and Mike Baumgartner are appointed viewers and are requested to prepare 

a Viewers’ Report concerning the Redetermination of Benefits on State Ditch #3. The Middle 

Snake Tamarac Rivers Watershed District Staff will provide technical information as required or 

requested by the viewers.  Motion unanimously carried. 

Dillon Nelson, HDR Engineering, provided a brief update and proposed timeline on the progress 
of the Newfolden Flood Prevention Project.  He reported, based on the timing of the permitting 
and the funding process, the replacement of the railroad bridge and the impoundment may be 
constructed as different components of the project.   He reported he is working on submission of 
the permit applications and questions remain on whether funding will be included as part of the 
2022 bonding bill. 
 
Tony Nordby reported a virtual meeting was held with BWSR and the Marshall County SWCD to 
address how they will evaluate the permit on the Lilac Ridge WMP project, based on the EAW 
comments received from agencies regarding native plant communities, wetlands and water 
levels.   He stated BWSR deferred the review to the MN DNR Ecological Department and are 
waiting for a response.   Administrator Maher reported land acquisitions and conversations with 
the landowners will begin after the response is received from the MN DNR. 
 
The Board discussed the request of Christian Erickson to reconsider the denied permit (21-051).  
It was the consensus of the Board, the reconsideration of the denied permit, be addressed at 
the Regular Meeting of the Board of Managers, November 1, 2021, and that the individuals who 
are either for the permit or against the permit are notified and a copy of the letter presented to 
the Board, from Christian Erickson, is included with the individual notices. 
 
Christian Erickson left the meeting at approximately 10:55 a.m. 
 
Administrator Maher stated his displeasure in not being informed of correspondence sent by 
Attorney Hane, on behalf of the Board, in response to the news release of Polk County seeking 
input on updating their Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan.  He requested that he be “cc’d” in all 
correspondence from the District Attorney, Board of Managers and staff. 
 
Motion by Mr. Keith Szczepanski, seconded by Mr. Brad Blawat  the following lands be 
advertised for rent, with the bids for the total amount and not on a per year basis, for a 3 year 
term, with the bids due February 25, 2022, at 1:00 p.m., at the District office, with the awarding 
of the bids to take place at the March 7, 2022, Regular Board meeting.  Motion unanimously 
carried. 
 
 

PL-566 Part of S2 SW, Sec 1, Boxville Twp 
Part of S2 SE, Sec 1,  Boxville Twp 

~26.5 Ac (Hayland) 

Brandt/Angus Parcel in Sec 19, Brandt Twp ~90 Ac (Tillable) 
OCSS (PL-566) Section 14, Comstock Twp ~44 Ac (Hayland) 
March Imp Section 11 & 14, Sandsville Twp ~140 Ac (Tillable) 
Agassiz Valley Portions of Comstock Strip, McCrea 

Strip, Brislet & Helgeland Twp 
~ 35 Ac (Hayland) 
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It was the consensus of the Board, to add Mark McGregor, of Tamarac Township, to the Middle 
Snake Tamarac Rivers Advisory Committee. 
 
Administrator Maher reported the deadline to apply for Water Quality Base funding, in the 
amount of $100,000.00, with the Red River Watershed Management Board is December 31, 
2021.   He reported he is in the process of submitting applications for funding on Judicial Ditch 
#75 and State Ditch #3. 
 
Attorney Hane reported that drafting of Memorandum of Understanding, with the MN 
Department of Natural Resources, on the Nelson Slough Project, is on hold pending final “draft 
version” of operation and maintenance plan being approved by both MNDNR and MSTRWD. 
 
Correspondence from the Minnesota Viewers Association regarding an upcoming seminar 
scheduled for November 4, 2021 in Morton, Minnesota and a brochure from the Red River 
Watershed Management Board regarding the 2021 Red River Basin Lidar Data Collection 
project was distributed. 
 
The following meetings were announced: 
 

1. 1W1P Policy Committee-October 20, 2021, 11:00 a.m., Marshall County Courthouse  
2. MSTRWD Board of Managers meeting-November 1, 2021, 8:30 a.m., District Office 
3. City of Newfolden Flood Prevention Project Open House-November 8, 2021; 4:00 p.m.-

6:00 p.m., Newfolden Community Center 
4. Nelson Slough Improvement Project Open House-November 10, 2021, 4:00 p.m.-6:00 

p.m., Strandquist Community Center 
5. Public Hearing on Petition to reroute water from JD #21-November 15, 2021, 10:00 a.m. 

MSTRWD District office 
6. Public Hearing on Petition to add lands to the Benefited Area of PCD #43-November 15, 

2021, 10:15 a.m., at the MSTRWD District Office  
7. Advisory Board meeting-November 15, 2021, 1:30 p.m., at Bremer Bank in Warren, MN 
8. Swift Coulee Project Open House-November 18, 2021, 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m., Marshall 

County Courthouse  
9. MAWD Annual Meeting December 2-4, 2021-Virtual. 

 
Motion by Mr. Keith Szczepanski, seconded by Mr. Brad Blawat the meeting be adjourned. 
Motion unanimously carried.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:37 a.m. 
 
 
                                  
Connie Kujawa      Brad Blawat 
Recording Secretary     Secretary 


